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THE NUTCRACKER COMESTO

RHEGED'’S BIG SCREEN

Rheged is getting into the Christmas spirit
this year and offering a rare opportunity

to see Tchaikovsky's fairytale ballet The
Nutcracker on its big screen. Damian Smith
and Elizabeth Powell star in Helgi Tomasson'’s
magical production for San Francisco Ballet,
which scenic designer Michael Yeargan has
set at the time of the 1915 San Francisco
World Fair. And all with Tchaikovsky's most
memorable ballet music including, of course,
the Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy.

In the well-loved tale, toymaker ‘Uncle
Drosselmeyer arrives in the Stahlbaum family
to entertain them with magic on Christmas
Eve. As the clock strikes 12, Clara settles on
the sofa and falls asleep with her nutcracker
doll in her arms, but a strange night of magic
follows as first her nutcracker, and then her
toys come alive. Or is it just a dream ...?
Audiences of all ages will be enthralled by
this stunning production, which has played
to unanimous critical acclaim, and which the
New York Times declared was a Nutcracker
on a grand scale ... ‘striking, elegant and
beautiful!

The Nutcracker is showing on Sunday 7 and
Saturday |3 December at 2pm, and on
Saturday 20 at 6pm.Tickets cost £8 adults
and £4 children. Just after Christmas there'll
be pantomime fun too when The Panto
Company bring their updated version of
traditional Christmas panto Dick Whittington

to Rheged with chart songs, dance routines
and something of a local flavour to ensure all
the family will be singing along. Performances
are on Saturday 27 December to Monday
29 December inclusive, with shows at 3pm
& 6pm.Tickets are £7.50 adult, £5 child and
£22 for a family of four. And if you book

a meal as well you'll be able to meet Dick
himself!

Tickets for both events can be booked in
person at Rheged or phone 01768 868000
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OH WHAT A BEAUTIFUL MORNING
... IN PENRITH? IN FEBRUARY?

Penrith Savoyards have a treat in store for music lovers with their 2009 production
at Ullswater Community College. It's Rogers and Hammerstein’s well-loved musical
Oklahoma! - still as popular today with audiences as when it opened on Broadway in
1943. Producer Charles Ritchie has however put some
modern twists into the show, which tells the story of
cowboy Curly McLain and his romance with farm girl
Laurey Williams. With great costumes, dance routines, a
wonderful script, and the Savoyards’ talented orchestra,
this is a show not to be missed.

Oklahoma! runs from Tuesday |7 February to Saturday
2| February.Tickets are £7.50 adults and £5 children
and will be on sale at the Lion Gallery in Penrith (01768
865220) in February.




EDENARTSNEWS

ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND

Arts Council England has announced its
new vision for the arts over the next three
years. From 2008-201 | the central mission
of ‘great art for everyone' will drive all the
work that it does through regular funding of
nearly 900 arts organisations as well as its
investment in hundreds of artists and smaller
arts organisations through the Lottery
funded Grants for the Arts programme.

ACE, North West will pursue eight ambitious
strategies, four of which are national priorities
and four that are specific to the region.

The national priorities are:

- Digital opportunity

- Visual arts

- Children and young people
- London 2012

While in the north west Arts Council has in
addition identified the following as key areas
of work:

- Regularly funded organisations

- Attendance and participation

- Aim High - Liverpool and Manchester

- Regional and local strategies

LORNA GRAVES

An exhibition of artworks by the late Lorna
Graves, who lived in Eden for a number of
years is on show at Tullie House Art Gallery
in Carlisle from 15 November - 19 March.
The works were presented to Tullie House
by the executors of the Lorna Graves
Estate. A splendidly illustrated book based
on images from her archive has just been
published and will be on sale in the gallery
www.tulliehouse.co.uk

FOLD FOLDS

After nearly nine years of exhibitions and
projects, Foldgallery in Kirkby Stephen
finally closes its doors at the end of 2008.

The 4m cube exhibition space was set up
in 2001, and since 2002 Fold has had 42
exhibitions by mostly rural artists from all
over the world, both within the gallery and
in alternative venues around Cumbria -
from bus stops to barns, fields to fishtanks.

Fold’s remit was to provide and promote
access to quality contemporary art in the
rural environment and soon established
itself nationally within the rural agenda.

CATALAN
WORKSHOPS...
IN PENRITH

Following Eden Arts’ successful Poems from
the Catalan exhibition in Penrith during
August, we organised creative workshops
at Penrith Museum to explore the works
of poet Joan Brossa and Antoni Tapies

with visual artist Karen MacDougall and
performance poet Ann Wilson.

The two-day workshops enabled people to
express their artistic voice through text,
language and image in both individual and
group activities to create poignant visual
messages and a series of works inspired by
the Catalan struggle for cultural and political
identity.

All the participants were extremely
productive and the resulting works filled the
museum with a colourful array of images
which remained on display for the rest of
the week.The success of the workshops has
encouraged us to repeat this format in the
future ... watch this space!

However, it was projects like the annual
FRED art invasion that Fold is best known
for and over the past five years FRED has
helped realise over 170 new works with
over 200 artists. In 2005 over half a million
works of art (printed on till receipts) by
American artist Jenny Holzer were given
away at Tebay services in just a fortnight.

Foldgallery has been mainly run voluntarily
and from the pockets of the artists involved.
It’s no longer realistic to keep the Kirkby
Stephen gallery and building going and so
the decision has been made to close the
organisation while it’s on a high.A Fold
retrospective can be found online from the
new year: www.foldgallery.co.uk

BUDGETING

Following Eden District Council's budget
efficiency review and Arts Council England’s
disinvestment of local authorities, Eden

Arts has reached a time when funding
arrangements need to be renewed and
funded programmes revised. Direct local
authority support from ACE will cease

for the rest of Cumbria after April 2009

but Eden Arts, as an independent charity,

is considered a special case and now has
Regularly Funded Organisation status with
committed funding until 2010 - a year in
which we will also see the effects of the
recently agreed cuts in funding from Eden
District Council. However, a review will
take place with ACE to determine a new
partnership agreement, which will hopefully
counter the reduced overall budgets and
enable us to continue with financial support
to community projects.

ECCP

East Cumbria Countryside Project (ECCP),
which has done such good works over

the years in countryside access and
interpretation will sadly be no more after
April 2009. ECCP, whose remit was the
whole watershed of the River Eden, was

a partnership between Eden and Carlisle
District and Cumbria County Councils.
Eden is pulling out next year and the other
councils do not feel the organisation is viable
without all three partners.

However, all the wonderful artworks
commissioned by ECCP including the Kirkby
Stephen Poetry Path and Eden Benchmarks,
will of course remain for all to enjoy for
many years to come.




CHRISTMASSPIRIT

PUPPET MAGIC
AT UPFRONT

Upfront's Christmas puppet show this year is
The Snow Queen.The new show, which runs
from Sunday 14 December to 31, is based
on the fairytale by Hans Christian Andersen,
in a stunning and original production with a
mixture of puppet types, special scenic effects
and a new musical score based on Russian
folk music.

ALSTON XMAS
CRAFT FAIR

Alston Craftworkers Co-operative

are once again organising a Christmas
Craft Fair at Alston Town Hall on 5 - 7
December, from 10am-6pm and |0am-
5pm on Sunday.With twenty stalls of top
quality work designed and made in the
North Pennines it is a great opportunity
to buy some unique Christmas gifts

and meet the makers - perhaps even
commissioning your own special piece.
There’ll also be fantastic food from the
Moody Baker in the Chaos Café, live
music and free craft workshops. For a list
of exhibitors and information on other
events over the weekend see website
www.alstoncraftworkers.co.uk, email
info@alstoncraftworkers.co.uk or phone
01434 381879. Supported by Cumbria
Community Foundation and Eden Arts.

The Snow Queen is suitable for anyone from
age 4 to 94, and shows are on Sunday

|4 December at 3.30 and on Sunday 21,
Tuesday 23, Wednesday 24, Sunday 28 and
Wednesday 31 December at 1.30 & 3.30.
Advance booking is necessary as shows sell
out quickly.

And as a real treat - for grown up children
only - there’s a fantastic Puppet Theatre show
& supper evening on Friday 5 December,
with all proceeds going to Hospice at

Home. Mulled wine at 6.30pm and a festive
vegetarian supper at 7pm will be followed by
a performance of The Snow Queen - a bargain
at £20. Booking is essential, either via Upfront
on 017684 84538 or Hospice at Home on
01768 210719.

CHRISTMAS
WORKSHOPS

The Watermill at Little Salkeld is organising

a series of great workshops for children in
the run-up to Christmas. Willow Christmas
with Phil Bradley is on Saturday 6 December,

CALE N DAR ART I STS and you can make your own Christmas cards

on Sunday 7 and decorations on Sunday 4.

The Cumbria Network is a thriving community of more than 900 artists, one of whose Workshops cost £10 per child: for details
aims is to give opportunities to artists in the county, and this year it came up with the of times and to book a place, phone 01768
bright idea of showcasing artists’ work in a calendar for 2009. Over the summer, artists 881523 or email organicflour@aol.com

submitted more than 80 images of their work online and voted for their favourites. Three
local companies; Stoneleigh Communications, Hayloft Publishing and Hydrant Design, then
worked with former Network director Kate Brundrett and new director Brian Reid to
develop the concept for the calendar, which is designed as a useful reminder, record and
reference as well as a piece of art.

For the grownups there are also willow
weaving workshops at Greystoke Cycle Café:
Stars and Garlands on Thursday 4 December
and Christmas Angels on 5, 10 and | |
December. On Wednesday 3rd make a door
Subject matter ranges from March Brown Hare by Vivenne Coleman to a set of November wreath to welcome guests at Christmas and
Battlepipes by Vincent James, from Walney Beach by John |earn about Christras customs with Yvette
Darwell to Long Meg by Amanda Watson as well as Sewell. Courses run 9.30 - 3.30 and cost
work by Rosie Wates, Dave Ward, Jac Scott, Paul Clark, £38 - but get booked up very quickly. Phone
Richard Light, Thuline De Cock and Eden artists Derek to reserve a place 017684 83984 or emalil
Eland, Geoff Cox and Kate Brundrett herself. annie@greystokecyclecafe.co.uk

Brian Reid is keen to see the calendar challenge people’s
preconceptions of Cumbrian art and artists: ‘It’s a great F U N AT RH EG E D
opportunity to show off contemporary work reflecting . -
the eclectic nature of the visual arts in Cumbria and the Santa will be in his winter woodland
tremendous energy of Network members. at Rheged each weekend up to Sun

) S 2| December and from Monday 22 to
The calendar, publlshed b)’ Hayloft, IS prlced £4.95, and Christmas Eve from 10.15am - 4.1 5Pm5 £6
available at bookshops and galleries or direct from
Hayloft (plus £2 p&p), phone 017683 42300 or see

www.hayloft.eu

including gift and storytime session. Lots of
other family activities on offer: check website
www.rheged.com or phone 01768 868000
for brochure.




MUSIC

PENRITH
SINGERS XMAS
CONCERTS

Penrith Singers invite you to celebrate
the joys of Christmas on Sunday 7
December at St Andrew’s Church in
Penrith, when they perform cantatas
for the first three days of Christmas
and Epiphany from ] S Bach’s Christmas
Oratorio. The soloists are all young singers
from the Royal Northern School of
Music: soprano Emma Peaurt, mezzo-
soprano Kathryn Rudge, tenor Richard
Pollock and Thomas Eaglen, baritone.
Both Emma and Richard were soloists
in last year’s performance of Handel’s
Samson.

The choir’s musical director Colin
Marston will be conducting and Susan
Johnson leads the orchestra, with lan
Hare, continuo.The concert starts at
7.30pm.

Members of Penrith Singers will also be
singing carols in Angel Square, Penrith and
collecting for the Huntington’s Disease
Association on Saturday |3 December
from 11.30am to 12.30pm - and hoping
for better weather than they had last
year! And to round off the Christmas
season they also join the choir of St
Andrew’s Church for the Service of
Lessons and Carols on Sunday 21
December at 6.30pm, preceded by carols
from 6pm.

EDEN SINGERS

Eden Singers offer you two bites of the
cherry as they perform their Christmas
concert at Penrith Methodist Church on
consecutive nights: Wednesday 10 and
Thursday | | December, at 7.30pm.

The choir will be conducted by Gareth
Cozens, and the soloist is soprano Rachel
Little. Rachel, who hails from Kendal where
she is Musical Director of Poco Amabile
girls’ choir, is a soloist well-known to local
audiences. She will be singing two numbers
with the choir, one of which is the popular O
Holy Night. Rachel's varied career as a soloist
includes recording Haydn's Creation for BBC
Radio 3 and singing for award-winning film
soundtracks.

Tickets for the concert are available at Lion
Gallery, Bluebell Bookshop and Styleline or
at the door; price £7, or telephone 01768
863396 to reserve.

NORTH
WESTMORLAND
ARTS

North Westmorland Arts’ season of concerts
in Appleby in the New Year starts with the
grandly named Yorkshire Imperial Urquhart
Travel Band from Leeds - described as ‘one
of the jewels in the crown of the brass band
movement' - on Sunday | | January. The band
was formed in 1999 by the amalgamation of
two Yorkshire bands, and regularly performs
throughout Europe as well as the UK and on
BBC Radio 2’s Listen to the Band programme.

The next concert, on Sunday 8 February,
features the Arundo Clarinet Quartet, who
play regularly in foyer concerts at the Royal
Festival Hall, National Theatre and Barbican

in London.The quartet will be performing a
programme which includes a number of their
own arrangements.

Concerts are at 7.30pm at Appleby Public
Hall. Entrance is £8.50 at the door or phone
017684 83777 for tickets.

North Westmorland Arts is supported by
Westmorland Arts Trust and Eden Arts.

PENRITH MUSIC
CLUB

Penrith Music Club’s first concert in the
new year, on Monday |9 January, features
the Rautio Piano Trio. A young ensemble
formed in 2004 by Russian pianist Jan
Rautio and English string players Jane
Gordon (violin) and Katherine Jenkinson
(cello), the trio have performed at major
concert venues all over the UK, broadcast
on Radio 3 and won many awards.They

will be playing Haydn’s Trio in E, Schubert’s
Notturno and Ravel’s Trio in A as well as a Trio
by John Casken, who will give a pre-concert
talk about the piece at 6.30pm.

On Monday 23 February popular concert
pianist Martin Roscoe returns to Penrith
with a programme including Beethoven
piano sonatas, Hungarian composer
Dohnanyi’s Christmas Carol and Rhapsody
in C and pieces by Liszt, including his
Hungarian Rhapsody.

MOSTLY
ACOUSTIC
CUMBRIA

Plans are afoot for regular Mostly Acoustic
Cumbria (MAC) gigs in a notable theatre
venue in the county ... but MAC’s Linnhe
Harrison says it's not confirmed yet, so we
can't tell you! See MAC's website at
www.mostlyacousticcumbria.co.uk for news.

There are still lots of MAC jam and session
nights happening on a regular basis, at

a range of different venues in Eden and
beyond, including:

Wednesdays |10 December, 7 January and

I'l February: Mostly Acoustic Jam Night at
the Square Orange in Kendal, hosted by Paul
Harrison. Free entry. Music starts from 9pm.
www.thesquareorange.co.uk

Wednesdays 28 January and 25 February:
Mostly Acoustic Jam Night at the Black Swan
in Ravenstonedale, hosted by Mad Monks
Music. Free entry, music 9pm and a free beer
for musicians! www.blackswanhotel.com

There's also a new folk club on the first
Monday of every month at the Mason's Arms
at Long Marton near Appleby.

For all the latest news in the Cumbrian roots
scene sign MAC's monthly newsletter: see
www.mostlyacousticcumbria.co.uk or email
linnhe@mostlyacousticcumbria.co.uk

The concerts, at Penrith Methodist Church,
start at 7.30pm and tickets are available
from Bluebell Bookshop or at the door.
Tickets for the Rautio Trio are £13.50 (£12
conc & £1.50 students) and for Martin
Roscoe are £16 (£14 conc & £2 students).




LIVE MUSIC EVENINGS @ NO. I5

The splendid and innovative No |5 café
in Penrith, has now been putting on
monthly music nights for over a year.

So if you want to enjoy tasty food and
drink served up with some of the best in
Cumbrian live music, it’s the place to be.

Working with Mostly Acoustic Cumbria,
Mad Monks Music Co, PhasingHz and
Blue Jam, the café has helped create a
whole new music scene in Penrith.

Doors open at 7.30pm on music nights
with admission £20, including dinner, or
£4 just for the music. All door proceeds
go direct to the artists.

The music nights are very popular, and
if you want a meal with your music then
do make sure you book.

Upcoming dates include:

Saturday 6 December
Waters Edge, with Fiona Clayton

THE ACOUSTIC
TEAROOM

Join Penny and Paul at The Masonic Hall,
Kirkby Stephen for food and live music in a
venue that’s ideal for enjoying an intimate
evening with acoustic artists who take

pride in their craft. The Acoustic Tearoom
music evenings are usually held once a
month and the roll-call of artists who have
performed there over the years is impressive,
including Vin Garbutt, Acoustic Strawbs, Boo
Hewerdine, Helen Watson, Kieran Halpin, and
Show of Hands.

Over the next few months the Acoustic
Tearoom has two gigs lined up.The first is

a Christmas party on |3 December with
Dangerous Curves. Tickets are £25 including
supper. and doors open at 7/pm.The second
music evening, on 7 February, features

Sally Barker and Glenn Hughes with the
Joni Mitchell Project. For this event, tickets
including meal are £22. Doors open at 7pm,
but you can also choose to come and listen
without having supper, in which case tickets
for 8.30pm are just £12.

For further information contact Penny or
Paul on: 017683 72123 or visit the Acoustic
Tearoom website: www.acoustictearoom.com

Saturday |3 December
Moonshine Daddies, with support

Saturday 20 December
Paul Harrison / Rob Heron

Friday 13 February
Gale Bashall & Band

To book or for further information contact
No.I5 on 01768 867453 or visit website
www.myspace.com/no | 5cafe

COBWEB
ORCHESTRA

The Cobweb Orchestra is an open access
orchestra for all abilities which rehearses
7.30 - 9.30pm every Tuesday evening in
term time at the Methodist Church Hall in
Tebay.

Players of any instrument are welcome to
come along - there’s no audition - and you'll
find a fun, relaxed atmosphere where you
can improve your playing and meet new
friends.

There’s more details on their website:
www.cobweborchestra.org.uk/groups/
#tebay or phone Musical Director lan Potts
on 017683 51934.

PlugéPlay

MORE MUSIC IN
PENRITH

Plug and Play, now in its tenth year; is held on
the first Sunday of every month in the bar at
Penrith Playhouse.

This live music event allows local performers
to play alongside top professional acts. If you
love live music, you'll love Plug and Play. Acts
lined up for winter include:

Sunday 7 December

Singers' Night with local band Room Full of
Owls (previously known as Sod'’s Law) (£3)
who play energetic folk-infused indie pop.

Sunday 4 January
Singers night and local band Ctrl.Alt.Beat!
who play indie electronica. (£3)

Room Full of Owls in action

Floor singers are welcome at all events

and if you play £1 is discounted off your
ticket price: just bring your instrument and
be prepared to do two or three numbers.
Doors open 7pm. For more information
phone Jackie Knox on 01768 867845 or visit:
www.plug-play.co.uk

NEED SOUND OR LIGHTS?

Then Eden Arts may be able to help.We have a portable sound and lighting system
available for hire at a subsidised rate for voluntary/community groups in the Eden District.

Lighting and sound systems can be hired together or separately.

If you are interested in improving or refreshing your technical skills we can also organise
training sessions if sufficient people want this.

For conditions of hire/ booking form or training just give us a call:
Eden Arts 01768 899444 or enquiries@edenarts.co.uk.



LITERATURE

JOSEPHINE DICKINSON
NEW POETRY COLLECTION

NEW BOOK
FEATURES
LOCAL WRITER

Maklng Changes

..an anthology

A story by local writer Pam Pottinger has
been selected for an unusual new anthology,
Making Changes. Described as an ‘Advent
calendar of stories’ with one story for

each day from | to 24 December; the
book features stories of magic and the
supernatural, some touching on the nativity
story and others showing humanity at its
best and its worst: something to make you
laugh and something to make you cry.

Pam, who lives at Kirkoswald, has had some
success in writing competitions and been
published before, and is a 'virtual’member of
Mungrisdale Writers. Her story On The Feast
of Stephen - written under the pen name

of Annie Bates - is among twenty stories
chosen from international authors for the
new anthology.

Making Changes is published by Bridge
House Publishing ISBN 0-9557-9105-7, price
£8.99. For details of how to order see www.
bridgehouselanguages.com

DATING AT
SIXTY

As we go to press details are still under
wraps, but if you're looking for the ideal
Valentine's Day present then Mungrisdale
Writers group have it: a new poetry
collection, intriguingly called Dating at Sixty.
Further information will be in Writing Eden
e-Updates in the New Year.

LIBRARY FUN

Why not sign up for a reading group this
winter! Penrith Library’s Book Busters for
8 to 10 year olds meets once a month on
Tuesdays 4.30-5.30, Baby Bounce & Rhyme
Tuesdays 10.30-1 lam with after-school
craft and story sessions once a fortnight

Alston Moor poet Josephine Dickinson

has a new collection out this autumn: Night
Journey. In a transformational journey - the
‘night journey’ of the title - from the first
poem’s imagery of the moth chrysalis

to the shape-shifting spells of the last,

each poem has at its centre a movement
towards epiphany. The long central elegaic
sequence follows the passage of a grief, but
the poet questions the equation of night
with darkness: instead it assumes the nature
of a lover, host to dreams and a realm
beyond the ordinary senses. Night Journey
is published by Flambard Press ISBN: 978 |
906601 010, price £7.50, from bookshops
or post free (cheques only) from Flambard
Press, 16 Black Swan Court, 69 Westgate
Road, Newcastle upon Tyne NEI ISG.

YOUNG
ENTERPRISE
WRITING
COMPETITION

Tom Doak, a student at Queen Elizabeth
Grammar School in Penrith, is organising a
creative writing competition as part of the
Young Enterprise initiative. The competition

is for DESCRIPTIVE WRITING and is open
to everyone, with categories for under I5s
and |5+.The prizes are book tokens, along
with the chance to meet and discuss your
work with local writers Angela Locke and
Jackie Moffat.Writing can be prose or poetry,
word limit is 200 and the work should reflect
Lake District/Cumbrian scenery. Post entries
in the Creative Writing Competition box at
Bluebell Bookshop or Penrith Library, with
£2 per entry and name, contact number and
e-mail address (if applicable). Deadline is 3pm
on Saturday 6 December and finalists will be
contacted with details of the presentation
night at Bluebell Bookshop.The winning entry
from each category will be published in a
Writing Eden e-Update in December.

on Thursdays 4-4.30pm - contact Deb, Fi
or Claire on 01768 812100 for details. The
new adult reading group meets second
Tuesdays of the month at 7pm, and the
Reading Together for Emotional Health &
Well-being group meets each Monday at

| lam - contact Jane Metcalfe or Carol
Faulkner 01768 812103 for further
information.

Book cover
from a
painting by
Lorna Graves

MIREHOUSE
POETRY
COMPETITION

This year's Words by the Water/Mirehouse
Poetry Competition commemorates the
200" anniversary of Tennyson’s birth and
has as its theme a quotation from Tennyson'’s
Morte d’Arthur ‘What is it thou hast seen?
Or what has heard?’ Entrants are invited to
interpret the theme freely in a poem of no
more than 40 lines. The winner will receive
£350 and the winning poem and eight highly
commended poems will be displayed on the
Mirehouse Poetry Walk. The judge will be
Grevel Lindop and there will be readings of
all finalists’ poems at Mirehouse on Saturday
7 March. Entry costs £4 per poem (as many
poems as you wish), with cheques payable
to ‘Words by the Water'. Send entries to:
Mirehouse Poetry Competition, Droridge
Farm, Dartington, Devon TQ9 6JG by
Thursday |12 February. Words by the Water
starts Friday 27 February and runs through
to 8 March. The brochure is available from
bookshops, libraries and TICs in January, or
download from www.wayswithwords.co.uk

At Appleby there’s Under 5’s Storytime on
first Wednesdays of the month 2-2.30pm

- contact Sandra on 017683 51 170;Alston
Local Links” Chatterbooks reading group
is for 8-12 year olds - contact Elizabeth

or Lynne 01434 382244, and for Kirkby
Stephen adult reading group phone 017683
71775.



THEATREANDDANCE

highlichts

The world is full of lovely children
Happy sisters, loving brothers

This show is not for lovely children
This show is for the others.

Good boys & girls, they're dead certs
To all be getting their just desserts
But come and see what Santa sends
To Straw Head Peter and his friends
Who all deserve more grizzly ends.

Parents and children, lovely or otherwise,
will enjoy NTC'’s latest theatre production
Straw Headed Peter which Highlights is
promoting in Eden in the new year. This
new telling of a classic cautionary tale,
adapted by Mike Kenny and designed by
Michelle Huitson, has been described as
dark, grotesque and hilarious - but also a
refreshing antidote to dull January days.

See Highlights’ website for further details at
www.highlightsnorth.co.uk, phone 017683
53954 or email info@highlightsnorth.co.uk.

Straw Headed Peter is at Appleby Public Hall
onWednesday 21 January, Alston Town Hall
on Thursday 22 January at Cliburn Village
Hall on Sunday 25 January.

PENRITH PLAYERS

The next play at Penrith Playhouse is the popular farce which has attracted audiences for years,

Run for your Wife by Ray Cooney, and will be directed by Graeme Russell.

nid _

Sarah Caton, Bill Turner and Louise Hodslon in rehearsals

John Smith is a London
cabbie who for the past
three years has not only run
his own taxi, but also a tight
schedule between a wife

in Streatham and a wife in
Wimbledon. Complications
arise when he intervenes

in a mugging, resulting in a
slight concussion. Assisted
by his willing neighbour,
John bravely tries to

cope with the developing
circumstances, brought
about by two prying
policemen, the press, a very

camp neighbour - and of course two very irate wives. Ultimately John confesses all but no
one believes him. Run for your Wife runs from Tuesday 2 to Saturday 6 December; and starts at

7.30pm. Tickets are available from Penrith Tourist Information Centre, or phone 01768 867466.

ACT OUT

New small scale theatre company Act Out, based in Eden, has been well received

for their production of Duet for One in venues across Cumbria. The company is now
working with up-and-coming playwright Michael Spencer from Carlisle, who won the
Northern Playwrights competition at Keswick’s Theatre by the Lake, and will be touring
his winning play Unholy Congregation and All about Adrian, opening on 23 January at the
Globe Hall, Ireby. The company is now seeking two actors, one male, and one female, to
play characters who need to age from 25 to 55. Anyone interested in auditioning should
contact Jan Kirk on 01768 895848 or 07765490675, or e-mail jjkirk@tiscali.co.uk

SCENE+HEARD=

scenetheard= is a partnership, formed in
2006 by drama specialist Nikki Birkbeck

and music specialist Jill Hackney. Nikki and

Jill previously collaborated on a wide variety
of large scale student productions like Les
Miserables, Romeo and Juliet, Threepenny Opera
and Oh! What a Lovely Warl while working

as heads of drama and music at Ullswater
Community College.

Now working as independent champions of a
creative curriculum for people of all ages and
abilities in venues such as nurseries, schools,
special schools and community centres.
scenetheard= are producing plays with
primary pupils, running themed workshops
and French language sessions with music

and drama.They also design and run training
sessions for people in local schools, Sure
Start and the local INSET network.

Jilland Nikki also work independently in their
respective fields and welcome enquiries from
groups of all ages and types. Contact Nikki
07879 286430 / njbsceneheard@aol.com or
Jill 07780 724912 / jhackney@talk2 |.com

YOUTH DANCE

Ever tried cutting-edge dance style? Come
and try some daring moves borrowed from
the world of physical theatre, challenge
yourself to be creative and learn how to
choreograph your own ideas. All this in two
hours on Saturday 24 January Ipm-3pm at
Penrith Leisure Centre led by Community
Dance Worker Alison Horn and just £2.

At half-term, on Wednesday |8 February
there’s also a workshop in African dance,
[-3pm at The Play Station in Penrith, led

by Sakoba Dance Theatre - a pioneering
UK-based African dance company whose
charismatic and uninhibited style of teaching
involves everyone, regardless of ability and
aptitude. The cost is just £2. Further details
from Alison Horn on 07799 860370 or email
alisonhorn 1 984@hotmail.co.uk






