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the winter droving 2023

The Winter Droving 2023 was quite possibly the biggest EVER.
The 28th October 2023 saw international, national and local artists and 
performers take to stages and streets in Penrith Town Centre for the 12th 
annual Winter Droving event.

The Winter Droving has become an autumn tradition, combining the local 
history and culture with a dash of myth-making and a firm eye on the
contemporary. The Samhain celebration, which started in 2012, is 
quintessentially Cumbrian and a celebration of rural life. 

The festival marks the end of the harvest season and the beginning of the 
winter months. We welcomed the darker half of the year by inviting people 
to ‘wear a mask’ and join us to celebrate. 

Masked musicians and street performers entertained the crowds, along with 
a vintage fun fair and market stalls which were placed around the town to 
keep people happy and fed. 

The finale of the Winter Droving saw our much loved magical fire and light 
procession make its way through the town with fire torches, musicians and 
giant animal lanterns. 

overview

1



•	Reach new audiences on local, regional and national platforms. 
 

•	Reach audiences that are a combination of Cumbrian locals 
and people from further afield, to showcase Penrith as a 
cultural destination and a great place to live and work.  
 

•	Accessible to all and free.  
 

•	Programme a diverse range of artists who bring distinctive, 
engaging and challenging arts to appeal to a full range of 
ages.  
 

•	Create opportunities for local businesses to join in and 
maximise on the increased footfall. 
 

•	Have a positive impact on the local community through 
opportunities to join in via the procession, performance 
opportunities and mask wearing, and create ownership of the 
event.

OUR AIMS 

“brilliant atmosphere...
the highlight of the year for Penrith”

“I attend every year, it is a 

highlight for me, just wonderful”
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THE WINTER DROVING
CURATED PROGRAMME
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You may have seen 16 RPM, or
 ‘The Carpeters’ working their way around 

site. 
This piece of urban street theatre moved around the 

Droving site throughout the day,
 carpeting whatever appeared in their way, 

be it bollards, fences or stone steps. 
Giving people the ‘red carpet’ treatment, 

a sea of delighted faces could be found 
wherever The Carpeters went.

16 Rpm
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highlights
The highlight of the Winter Droving was the eclectic mix of national, international and 
local musicians and performers that featured on multiple stages around the site.

Fancy Dress for Dogs - This year we saw the busiest ever Fancy Dress for Dogs competition. 
The pooch parade kicks off the event every year, this year saw 17 dogs don their favourite 
costumes and join the celebration. 

Another highlight was the Drover's Cup; This year we had six teams that took part - Eden Police, 
Penrith Superlatives, Lancashire Association of Boys and Girls Clubs, Cumbria Firefighters, RSPB 
and A Wilderness Way.

Vintage Funfair - this year we expanded our Vintage Funfair which created a real buzz around the  
Great Dockray area.
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the ullswater droving
The Ullswater Droving took place on Saturday 21st October in Pooley Bridge. 
We worked with Walk the Plank to bring their geo-lights project to the local area. 
In addition to this, we had Spark! drummers from North Shields providing musical entertainment. 

Over 2000 people attended to watch the event, and there were around 200 volunteers
participating in the project with Walk the Plank. 

A special mention must be given to Ullswater Steamers, who gave Spark! free passage on the 
Steamer and brought them to Pooley Bridge as dusk fell. Members of the Steamers team also 
participated in the procession by dressing up and pulling the wolf lantern at the front of the 
procession. 

Thank you to...

Fellbites Café, who accommodated Spark! as they got into costumes and provided food and 
refreshments. 

Parkfoot Caravan Site, who 
allowed us to use their fields 
for parking for the 
audience. 

Hole House Farm for the use 
of their field for the 
lumenators to rehearse and 
perform in. 

Volunteers from the Lions, 
who supported the 
carparking and stewarded the 
route to and from the event. 

Angel Lane Chippy, who 
provided food for the crew 
from Walk the Plank.

We recieved £45,000 in kind 
from Walk the Plank to help in 
funding the event.
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9Spark! at the Ullswater Droving 



Lumenators at the Ullswater Droving 
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A VIP event celebrated the contribution of the 
business sector to the Ullswater & the Winter 
Droving with all sponsors being invited.

Ajay Chhabra from Nutkhut Productions and the 
Mela Partnership spoke about the importance 
of story telling and how these stories link to our 
identity.

Lord Inglewood spoke at the event about the 
history of Droving and the practice of walking 
livestock over long distances, often making a 
journey from pasture to market, and how the 
Droving(s) link to this local history and culture.

Kevin Beaty Chairman of the Board at Eden Arts 
spoke about how the Droving(s) bring 
people together, as well as the economic 
impact that the events have on our community.

VIP event
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social media

top post

Reach the week before the 
Ullswater Droving event

Content interactions

Total page likes

Reach the week before the 
Winter Droving event

Content interactions

Statistics of Facebook and Instagram performance 



in the press
Regional and national press coverage consisted of The Telegraph, Cumbria Life, 
Cumberland and Westmorland Herald, Cumbria Crack, News & Star, Dumfries & Galloway News & Events 
and ITV Border

NATIONAL TRUST TEAM SETS 
BOUNDARIES IN BORROWDALE

WALLS WELL: Positioning the cams on top of the newly 
restored wall at Great Wood, Borrowdale. Picture: Anna Place.

You’re never too old to 
dance like Angela

S E V E N T Y - N I N E -
YEAR-OLD Angela 
Rippon’s appearance on 
Strictly Come Dancing 
should provide the inspi-
ration for people to take to 
the floor, says a Keswick 
dance and yoga instructor.

Shirley Muir is keen 
to get across the message 
that dancing is good for 
your general well-being 
and mental health.

She points out that The 
British Heart Foundation 
says that dancing can pro-
tect people from heart dis-
ease and it can also help to 
reduce the risk of dementia. 

Michael Mosely in his 
Just One Thing programme 
and podcast on Radio 4, 
says: “Dancing undoubt-
edly improves your fitness. 
It has been shown to sup-
port your mental health 

and it can even boost your 
memory. It can be used 
effectively for depression.” 

“Then there is Angela 
Rippon’s appearance on 
Strictly that highlights the 
benefits for slightly older 
ladies of keeping mov-
ing,” said Shirley.

Shirley started teaching 
dance fitness 12 years ago 
when she was in her 50s 
and says she cannot see a 
time when she no longer 
does it. She enjoys put-
ting together the routines 
with music from around 
the world, including salsa, 
jive and cha cha.

She holds a class on 
Monday at 6pm at the 
Southey Street Methodist 
Church Hall. Call 07775 
528786 or email shirley-
muir7@btinternet.com for 
details.

BESTIAL FESTIVAL WAS THE BIGGEST AND BEST
SCORES of people from 
Keswick popped over 
to Penrith on Saturday 
night to watch the Winter 
Droving parade weave its 
way through the town.

“The biggest and best 
yet” is how organisers 
Eden Arts have described 
the event, which brought 
thousands of people to the 
streets on Saturday.

A fiery festival of cos-
tume, music, food and 
performance, the Winter 
Droving attracts visitors 
and locals to Penrith every 
October to share in its 
magic.

Delicious street food, 
music pumping from the 
Melodrome Stage and a 
sparkling fairground all 
added to the fun.

The Drover’s Cup was 
a hard fought affair this 
year, with bale carrying 
among the challenges fac-
ing the brave contestants.

As darkness fell, huge 
lantern animals were car-
ried through the streets, 
borne aloft by repre-
sentatives of Cumbrian 
businesses and voluntary 
groups.

Lantern cattle, sheep 
and pigs, along with 
geese and even a wolf 
were paraded through the 
streets in a nod to the his-
toric practice of “droving” 
animals for miles on their 
journey to market or new 
pastures.

FILM GROWS INTO A STORY OF REDEMPTION
REVIEW

Master Gardener, Keswick 
Film Club, Alhambra 
cinema
KESWICK Film Club’s 
presentation on Sunday 
was Master Gardener, 
by Scorsese collabora-
tor and screenwriter Paul 
Schrader (Taxi Driver, 
Raging Bull).

Schrader had an acad-
emy award nomination 
himself for ‘best screen-
play’, after more than 
40 years working in the  
business, when he got 

nominated for First 
Reformed in 2017, the 
first in the trilogy of 
films which culminates in 
Master Gardener.

The titular master gar-
dener is a meticulous hor-
ticulturist who is devoted 
to tending the grounds of 
the beautiful Gracewood 
estate and pandering to his 
employer, the wealthy dow-
ager, Mrs Haverhill played 
by three times Oscar nomi-
nee Sigourney Weaver.

Joel Edgerton plays 
Narvel Roth, the gardener, 
but we soon see that he 

tends to Mrs Haverhill’s 
carnal needs as well as to 
the plants and he has a 
hidden past. 

It’s revealed that he 
was a neo-fascist gang 
enforcer, and was set up 
with Mrs Haverhill as part 
of his witness protection 
programme.

One surprisingly enjoy-
able aspect of this film 
is when Narvel shares 
with us his great knowl-
edge of gardening, as 
with a meticulous hand 
and unwavering devotion. 
He has created an idyllic 

sanctuary for his demand-
ing employer. 

But when her trou-
bled great-niece Maya (a 
superb performance from 
Quintess Swindell) arrives 
seeking apprentice-
ship, Narvel’s perfectly 
cultivated life begins 
to unravel, unearthing 
secrets from a violent past 
that threaten to destroy 
everything he holds dear.

The rewarding out-
come is that he does find 
redemption and the film 
has a happy ending. If 
you had watched the other 

two films in this trilogy 
you’d have known what 
to expect!

On Sunday the club 
will be showing Small, 
Slow but Steady at the 
Alhambra. Set in Tokyo, 
this is a beautiful study of 
a young woman, Keiko, 
who has been deaf since 
birth. 

She takes to boxing as 
a way to break out of her 
isolated world, but then 
has to face up to her loss 
of the desire to win and the 
closure of her gym.

CHRIS HOUGHTON

PACE OF CLIMATE CHANGE 
IS ANYTHING BUT GLACIAL

A PHOTO montage show-
ing the impact of climate 
change on the world’s icy 
environments has gone 
on display in the commu-
nity gallery at Keswick 
Museum.

It has been put together 
by Professor Mike 
Hambrey, of Threlkeld, 
in collaboration with 
Aberystwyth University.

The exhibition has 
three big panels entitled: 
Glaciers and Ice Sheets, 
Sea Ice Decline and Impact 
on Polar Ecosystems and 
The Lake District’s Icy 
Legacy. 

Accompanying the 
panels is a digital display 
entitled Our Frozen Planet 
which has seven sections 
covering changing cli-
mate; changing polar gla-
ciers and ice sheets; disap-

pearing mountain glaciers; 
ice in the ocean; fauna 
and flora in cold regions; 
the Lake District’s glacial 
legacy and snow and ice in 
the Lakes. 

Commenting on the 
condition of the Alpine 
glaciers featured in the 
exhibition, Mr Hambrey 
said: “As a scientist who 
has monitored glaciers in 

Switzerland since the mid-
1970s, I have been aware 
of the accelerating rate of 
their recession, so I was 
not surprised to see the 
dreadful state that many 
were in this past summer. 

“They have thinned 
and shortened considera-
bly, especially since my 
previous visit, just before 
Covid-19 struck. 

“Many are now just 
carcasses, rotting from 
both top and bottom as 
melt water and high tem-
peratures eat away at the 
ice. At a personal level, 
it seems as though one 
is losing dear old friends. 
The reason: global heat-
ing, caused by the burning 
of fossil fuels and other 
human activities.”

The exhibition is on 
until November 23.  

By MIKE ADDISON

RECEDING: A glacier in the 
south eastern Switzerland.

OUTSTANDING 
AND EXPERTLY 

PLAYED
REVIEW

Alkyona Quartet, Keswick 
Music Society concert at 
St John’s Church, Saturday 
October 28
KESWICK Music 
Society’s first concert of 
the 2023/24 season at its 
new St John’s Church 
venue on Saturday night 
featured the Alkyona 
Quartet, a young London-
based string ensemble

The society has been 
looking for a permanent 
home since the previ-
ous arrangement with 
the Theatre by the Lake, 
which had hosted its con-
certs for more than 20 
years, came to an end as 
a result of the Covid lock-
downs. Since then KMS 
has held a number of con-
certs at St John’s, and it 
is excellent news that this 
has developed into a per-
manent relationship.

Playing much-loved 
works by Purcell, Haydn, 
and Britten, and intro-
ducing most of the audi-
ence to works by two 
contemporary compos-
ers, the American Jessie 
Macdonald and the Anglo-
Bulgarian Dobrinka 
Tabakova, the Alkonya 
Quartet offered the audi-
ence a perfectly-balanced 
programme of mainly 
English chamber music.

The quartet started the 
evening with Purcell’s 
Fantasia No. 6, one of 13 
he composed in 1680 for 
viol consorts. These fanta-
sias require a firm but deli-
cate touch to bring out their 
subtle blend of English and 
continental influences. 

The Alkyona quickly 
showed what they can do, 
combining the music’s 
richly sonorous harmonies, 
anchored by the cello, with 
clear direction from the 
first violin over the phras-
ing of the more complex 
contrapuntal passages.

The main pre-inter-
val work was Haydn’s G 
major string quartet, Opus 
76 No. 1. Haydn, known 
as “Father” of the string 
quartet for good reason, 
sets performers all sorts of 

technical and interpretive 
challenges in doing justice 
to this substantial, com-
plex work. The Alkyona 
rose to all of them, from 
their exquisite phrasing 
of the opening bars to 
Haydn’s typically subtle 
joke at the finish.

After Haydn the audi-
ence were awarded Jessie 
Montgomery’s Strum as 
a pre-interval contrast, 
followed immediately 
post-interval by Dobrinka 
Tabakova’s The Smile of 
the Flamboyant Wings. 
The former was intro-
duced by the first violinist 
as “pushing the bounda-
ries of the string quartet”, 
the latter by the cellist as 
“very complex for us”. 
The audience could be for-
given failing to notice this, 
so enjoyable were both 
works and so apparently 
effortless were the perfor-
mances. Compositions like 
these, in the hands of inno-
vative young musicians 
like the Alkyona, surely 
point the way forward for 
classical music.

The culmination of the 
evening was Britten’s String 
Quartet No. 1 in D, opus 
25. An early work, written 
in 1941 when Britten was 
28 and living as a conscien-
tious objector in the USA, 
it seemed already to pres-
age much of Britten’s later 
style and soundscape and 
brought the concert to an 
enthusiastically applauded 
conclusion.

Keswick Music Society 
and the Alkonya Quartet 
provided the audience with 
an outstanding evening of 
serious music expertly 
played. 

Forthcoming con-
certs will feature the 
pianists Lara Melda on 
Saturday November 25 
and the incomparable 
Dame Imogen Cooper on 
Saturday January 13. 

The people of Keswick 
and its neighbours are 
privileged that a commu-
nity music society can 
continue to offer music 
and performers of interna-
tional quality.

ROGER COOKE

COMPLEX PERFORMANCE: The Alkyona Quartet.

THE National Trust’s new 
Build Our Boundaries 
team has been hard at 
work in the Borrowdale 
Valley, looking after the 
cultural landscape of the 
Lake District as it surveys 
and secures borders on 
land cared for by the con-
servation charity.

Strong, well-main-
tained boundaries help 
to protect farmers’ live-
lihoods by keeping live-
stock safe and are vital 
to conservation work as 
they protect woodlands 
and rainforest from over-
grazing, allowing saplings 
and undergrowth to thrive 
while supporting natural 
regeneration. 

Rich and healthy 
woodlands are essential in 
the fight against climate 
change as they provide 
carbon storage and natural 
flood management, while 
also providing a haven for 
much-loved wildlife and a 
range of benefits to health 
and wellbeing.

The team are mak-
ing good progress in the 
valley, having already 
made Johnny’s Wood 
and Thornythwaite more 

or less stock proof. They 
have also enjoyed building 
positive relationships with 
National Trust farm ten-
ants as they work to main-
tain livestock enclosures, 
with farmers granting 
access to the land and on 
occasion alerting the team 
of wall gaps and kindly 
assisting in the transpor-
tation of heavy materials.

Boundaries can be 
damaged by a range of 
factors including live-
stock, deer, weather, trees 
and sometimes, people. 
The solution depends on 
the situation on site, mean-
ing every day is different 
for the team and an oppor-

tunity for problem solving 
and learning.

It is important that 
boundaries not only per-
form well but are also in 
keeping with this special 
part of the world. While 
repairing dry stone walls, 
the team make use of their 
particular skill set when 
handling the challenging 
Borrowdale stones, which 
are mostly rounded and 
irregular in shape, care-
fully preserving moss 
growth where possible. 
The same level of care 
is shown when replacing 
damaged fence posts, with 
the team using sustaina-
ble, UK grown, untreated 

hardwood posts such as 
native chestnut to ensure 
that they last longer with-
out the use of harmful 
chemical treatments.

“Maintaining secure 
boundaries is key to pro-
tecting the woodlands in 
our care and improving 
the biodiversity and rare 
ecosystems they con-
tain,” said Will Veitch, 
ranger for the National 
Trust. “For example, the 
internationally important 
Atlantic oak woods (the 
‘Borrowdale rainforest’) 
and their unique popu-
lations of lichens, bryo-
phytes, and mosses. 

“It will also help to 
maintain relationships with 
tenants and neighbouring 
landowners, ensuring that 
their stock is kept safe. 
Maintenance of the old 
stone walls will help to 
conserve the heritage of the 
agricultural landscape of 
the valleys whilst also pro-
viding a secure and long 
lasting boundary.

“We aim to achieve this 
through a system of sur-
veying and maintenance, 
working together with 
tenants and neighbouring 
landowners to ensure the 
woodlands are kept free 

from stock and in the best 
possible condition.

“Although there is a lot 
to do, we have a strong 
team and with the help 
of volunteers and local 
contractors, we will carry 
out the work required to 
protect and improve these 
important habitats now 
and for the future.

“Whether it is mending 
dry stone walls and fences, 
maintaining and add-
ing hedgerows, or fixing 
hecks and hanging gates, 
looking after boundaries 
takes a lot of hard work 
and expertise, but every-
one can play a part by 
sticking to paths, leav-
ing gates as they found 
them and following the 
Countryside Code.

“With funding for the 
project coming from the 
National Trust’s local 
operating income, which 
includes income from 
regional hydro projects, 
membership recruit-
ment and local donations, 
it shows what can be 
achieved with the help of 
supporters, visitors, and 
the local community, as the 
trust works to look after 
this precious landscape for 
everyone, for ever.”

HIGH HOPES FOR 
BUS FUNDING

THREE villages, said not 
to have had a connecting 
bus service for 16 years, 
are keeping their fingers 
crossed for an announce-
ment on the issue.

Talks between repre-
sentatives of Westmorland 
and Furness Council and a 
commercial operator are 
said to be imminent.

Top of the agenda is a 
discussion about connect-
ing Motherby, Greystoke 
and Newbiggin, near 
Stainton, with a bus route.

Pam Wood, the 
Greystoke-based chair-
person of the Bus Action 
Group, said that in light 
of the recently announced 
Government windfall 
funding for rural transport, 
hopes are high there will 
be a positive outcome for 
the community campaign.

“We’re awaiting a 
conversation between 
the council and the com-
mercial operator to dis-
cuss whether or not 
they might be providing 
a bus route and we are 
all hoping for a positive 
outcome,” she said.“The 

Government funding 
changes everything and 
could mean the council 
could now subsidise the 
route.”

The calls for the vil-
lages to be served by a bus 
routes follows the forma-
tion this summer of the 
action group. The three 
villages are not served 
by the X4 or X5, which 
runs between Keswick 
and Penrith, yet calls at 
other villages such as 
Penruddock, Threlkeld 
and Stainton, said Ms 
Wood.

Residents of all ages 
from across the three com-
munities have got behind 
the group and the cam-
paign.

A bus service would 
provide benefits including 
offering social links for 
older people and giving 
younger people independ-
ence.

The Bus Action Group 
is preparing for its next 
meeting which is set to 
be held in Newbiggin 
village hall on Tuesday 
November 7 at 7pm.

CAMPAIGN: Supporters of the Bus Action Group. 

Planning 
applications

THE following planning 
applications have been 
submitted to the Lake 
District National Park 
Authority:

Blindcrake: Non-material 
amendment to application 
7/2022/2243 (Demolition 
of existing utility link 
with proposed front, side, 
rear extensions and asso-
ciated external works to 
improve access to the rear 
garden) – additional PV 
to side elevation of rear 
extension. 2 The Oaks, 
Blindcrake, Cockermouth, 
CA13 0QH. For Mr and 
Mrs Coe, 2 The Oaks 
(7/2023/2193).

Keswick: Non-material 
amendment to planning 
application 7/2023/2064 
(Proposed loft conversion 
with raised roof height 
and rear dormer to provide 
bedroom and bathroom 
complete with internal 
alterations) to rearrange 
room layout and repo-
sition roof windows. 34 
Lakeland Park, Keswick, 
Cumbria, CA12 4AT. For 
Philip West, 34 Lakeland 
Park (7/2023/2226).

Keswick: Tree work in 
conservation area to 
fell one ash tree. Hope 
Park Golf Kiosk and 
Putting Green, Lake 
Road, Keswick, Cumbria, 
CA12 5DG. For Christine 
Fawcett, Keswick Town 
Council, 50 Main Street, 
Keswick, CA12 5JS 
(T/2023/0149).

Keswick: Full application 
for proposed alterations 
to replace rear flat roof 
with pitched slate roof 
and alterations to the rear 
elevation fenestration. 16 
Church Street, Keswick, 
CA12 4DT. For Ann 
Tracey, 16 Church Street 
(7/2023/2225).

Lorton: Change of use 
for the siting of camping 
cabins for holiday/tour-
ism purposes – amend-
ment to condition 2 and 5 
on 7/2021/2236 to allow 
three additional cabins 
and changes to the design 
of the cabins. Cornhow, 
Brackenthwaite, Lorton,  
Cumbria, CA13 9UX. 
For Julie Hope, Cornhow 
(7/2023/2224).

Association 
aims for 

transparency
A VILLAGE housing 
association has resolved to 
become more transparent 
following criticism from 
residents.

Threlkeld Housing 
Association, which built 
two rows of 14 two and 
three-bed homes called 
Saddleback View at 
Threlkeld Quarry on the 
closure of ARC Ltd in 
the early 1990s, is in the 
process of developing a 
website.

In a letter to Keswick 
Town Council, which was 
considered at the meeting 
last month, the chair of 
the housing association, 
Clare Archbold said that 
due to changes in the lend-
ing criteria of mortgage 
companies, the association 
was having to change the 
legalities of the original 
title deeds of the homes 
from a shared freehold to 
the residents owning 100 
per cent. 

She said that the asso-
ciation was also trying 
to ensure that the homes 
retain their affordability 
for local people.

“An area which some 
of the residents have not 
been happy with was our 
lack of transparency,” read 
her letter. 

“As an association we 
have decided therefore 
that we would like to 
develop a website where 
we could share both our 
history and news on the 
proposed changes to the 
property titles and land 
development.”

Members of Keswick 
Town Council agreed to 
make a donation of £75 
towards the development 
of the website. The let-
ter said that St John’s, 
Castlerigg & Wythburn 
and Threlkeld parish 
councils had also been 
approached for a contri-
bution.

It also pointed out that 
Cllr Denstone Kemp had 
recently joined the asso-
ciation and it was agreed 
by councillors that he 
becomes the town coun-
cil’s representative on the 
association.

DROVE ALL NIGHT: The beasts on the move through Penrith town centre. Pictures: Stuart Walker.

PIGGY-WIGGY WOO: Onlookers get into the spirit.FUN AND GAMES: The Drover’s Cup.
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14Kwabana Lindsay performing 



Attendance, participation 

and Engagement

The event was free to attend, with all music, performances and procession free to access.

On a scale of 0-10, we asked our respondents to rate the Droving(s) (with 10 being the best)

We partnered up with Penrith Library and Rheged Discovery Centre to hold mask making 
workshops for the local community.

100 children took part in the workshops at Rheged, which were lead by local Artist Alex Jacob-
Whitworth, the workshops were a success and were fully booked throughout the day.

An estimated 80 adults and children participated at the mask making station at Penrith Library.

A Wilderness Way provided a mask making stand on King Street at the event for people to make 
masks on the day of the Droving

19 % of respondents identify as deaf and/or disabled

 86.4 % of respondents rated the Droving(s) between 8-10

“everyone seemed to have a wonderful time, 

people were coming and going from the tables all 

of Wednesday and Thursday" - Zoe Barkley
Senior Library and Customer Assistant 

Mask making workshop at Rheged

The audience responses and data were collected via an online survey and in person on the day of 
the event. We collected 200 responses. 
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community
We programmed a wide range of entertainment with activities for all generations. 
With a wide variety of music genres, fairground rides for various ages, performers and acts 
that appeal to a broad range of tastes.

16

“One of the best festival events in cumbria"



community 

"it’s the best event I know of in Cumbria and certainly 

in Penrith, it feels safe, family friendly, well 

organised, I feel proud it happens in my local town"

People carried a torch at the Winter Droving

Pitches were given to local charities or community groups raising 
money as part of the Winter Droving markets

out of traders at the market were from Cumbria

Jobs were created by the Winter Droving for people based in 
and around Penrith 

'Lumenators' carried geo lights at the Ullswater Droving



Environmental impact
Market traders were held to our 
‘minimum standards’ including 
a ban on single use plastic bags, 
single serving sauce sachets, and 
polystyrene serve-ware. 

We re-used left over stock from 
previous years when selling Winter 
Droving promotional masks, and 
have kept any left over stock to do 
the same in future. 

This year we did not have a main 
stage, this decision reduced our 
energy use.

Our funfair used a super silent 
generator to reduce noise pollution.

We asked our audience to fill in 
our survey on what element of the 
Winter Droving creates the most 
carbon, to bring awareness to our 
audience. Our audience voted 
that visitors are the biggest carbon 
producers.

Wherever possible none-dated 
promotional materials were used, 
which can be reused year on year, 
and most information was published 
online for people to download, 
or visitors were encouraged to 
photograph information for use 
throughout the day.

Eden Arts as a charity adhere to our 
environmental policy and report 
annually to Julie's Bicycle.

18



visitor map 2023
Visitors at the Winter Droving

Travelled an average distance of

Visitors at Ullswater Droving
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African Acrobatic Circus, The Winter Droving
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“Superb local spectacle. Fun for all ages”

“a great annual creative 

community festival"
“fabulous atmosphere"

"It was exciting, atmospheric, a fair like 
spectacle which instilled a pride in Penrith, 

I hope it continues for many years to come!"

"Honestly, it‚s my favourite day of the year. 

You can‚t beat the droving atmosphere. I 

love it so much"

"Spectacular - we loved it!"

"a Celebration of rural life"

"Fun day for families, children and adults"

"I adored it. 
The parade especially was wonderful"
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Visitors at the Winter Droving

Travelled an average distance of

With an average spend of

Economic |mpact

Visitors at Ullswater Droving

Generated for local economy 

“Winter Droving Brings the town alive. it's a good 
opportunity to showcase penrith and it's businesses too"

- Dan Harding, Angel Lane Chippy
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-	 Seagrave and Dixons
-	 Arragons Bikes
-	 Tatty Tim
-	 Moon on the Hill
-	 Nature's Health Stores
-	 Sainsburys
-	 Unicorn Gallery

7 Local businesses sold masks in the run up 

to the Droving
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funding
We received funding from Local Authority and Arts Council as well as raising sponsorship to make sure the 
event could happen. 

Westmorland and Furness
39.3%

Arts Council England
30.5%

Sponsorship
14.8%

Penrith Town Council, Penrith Bid and Penrith Lottery
13.8%

Sales
1.6%

INCOME�SOURCES

sponsorship
This year we raised £15,000 in cash sponsorship. 
Our key sponsors were The Leo Group, AST Signs, The Idol and Penrith Chamber of Trade and Commerce. 

We received in-kind support from  local businesses: 
-	 Cranstons
-	 TJ Ewbank
-	 Beacon Fire Protection
-	 The Lion Gallery
-	 Sainsburys
-	 Cumberland and Westmorland Herald

-	 The George Hotel
-	 St Andrew’s Parish Rooms
-	 Vets 4 Pets
-	 Angel Lane Chippy
-	 Waitings

In addition to the in-kind sponsorship, businesses also sponsored lanterns which were carried, pulled and 
pushed in the fire torch procession which is the penultimate event of the day. 
-	 Strictly Dental
-	 Lake District Estates/Ullswater Steamers
-	 Brunswick Yard
-	 Dodd & Co
-	 Thermafleece
-	 Leo Group
-	 Vets4Pets
-	 The Idol
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- Leo Group

"We are very happy to once again be supporting Penrith’s 

Winter Droving as a Partner...The Winter Droving has 

become one of Cumbria’s iconic cultural events, with over 

20,000 people attending annually. The event has grown 

exponentially with audiences making the journey from all 

corners of the UK.”
- AST Signs

"We support the Winter Droving because it's a fantastic 

family event and opportunity for all to come together 

and celebrate the local community of which we are so 

proud to live and work.”
- The Idol

"Leo Group Ltd is committed to investing in and giving 

back to the communities in which we operate. It has 

therefore been a pleasure for us to be the main sponsor 

of The Winter Droving for a several years now. We are 

proud to be able to support Eden Arts in creating a major 

attraction in the region that will not only make Penrith 

a more attractive visitor destination, but also have a 

lasting positive impact on the community”

25



Ajay Chhabra, Nutkhut, Hosting The Drover's Cup



method statement

the winter droving evaluation 2023 eden arts

The audience responses and data were collected via an online survey and in person on the day 
of the event. We collected 200 responses. 

In 2019 we used an app for measuring crowd density to get an approximate figure for overall 
attendance. 

The same calculations were used this year, measured through https://www.mapchecking.com

The average spend and the spend into local economy calculations are based on data collected 
in the survey and multiplied by the estimated audiences.
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winter droving supported by:
PUBLIC SECTOR FUNDERS

PARTNERS

EVENT SPONSORS

WITH THANKS TO
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the winter droving evaluation 2023 eden arts


